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Alphonse and

SYNOPSIS OF PREVIOUS INSTALLMENTS: * Alphonse and Gaston were cap
urging the other to accept the honor, that the queen became enraged and ordered 1

tured by the canlbals and the savage
1em to be bolled and served for dinncr.
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Gaston In Africa.

queen offored to marry either one oli' them,

A Ghrilling Gale of Ferolsm, Halrbroadih

Cscapos and Politenoss, (Zo: 3.)

‘

Alack and alas! they bowed so long to each other,
(Copyright, 1008, by W. R. Iearat,)
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CHAPTER XXTX.
The Police Are At Fault,

MBLER Jevons read the Ictter,
A than handed it to me without ecm
ment.

It was written upon the note paper I
knew so well, stamped with the neat
address “'Nenolord” in blaclk, but it bore
po date, Whal 1 read was as follows:

“Bir—T fail o comprehend the meaning
of your words when you Tollowed me
Intt the train st Huntingdon last nlght.
I am In no fear of any catastrophe’
therefore, I can only take your offer of
asslgtance as oy attempt o obtain maoney
from me. If you presume to nddross me
wgain I shall have no other couree than

to dequuint the pellce. Yourd truly,—
Mary Courtenay,'

AL 1 exclalmed. “Then he warned
ber, and she misunderstood his Inten-
tion,'"

CUWithout' o douht.'t snid Ambler, i
ing the letter from my hnnd. '"Ihis was
written probably only o few divs ho
Iore lier death, That mon,”  and i
Elanced ot the prostrate body, "was e
only one wWhe could ghie us the clue o
unravel the mystery.

But the depd man's lps had eloged, and

his secret wos helg torev Only thoge
letters remolied Lo copneet him o with
The river tragedy, or rather o show
that e had conrounieated with the wn-
Tortunate Mrs, Courtenny,

In company wo willkel {o Leman 8
Follee Statlon, one of the chief e

' the Motpopolitan Pallee i th

VT upper
geullation with
Criminal - Investigation

nee of the body,

fpd slited

my sl of polgoning
allnf which e ditect cirefully noted
Tefure going forlh ke hls  awn
exnmination. My niddriss wos tiken se
that 1 might res L= L
and then shortly i1
biek westwird elly witly
Ambler gt my slde,

Hp' spoke Jittle dnd whon in o Cixford
Btreet, fusl ot thy corper ot Newmun
Btreet, g deseendied, wisl Aotn o hur
rled good-night, and i I in Ahe
dargnoss. Yle swas often glvan 1o (REINI
yagarles ol erratle movemeny, ™ WilE
Bs though gome thought  had By
geelrred o hhn, and He aoted st opee

Wprn it

SThat nlght T seapcoly closed my ayes
By bradn was awhicl with thought of
the curlons events of (he past fuw monihe
Cpresence  of old M

and ths only man, who,
Ambler, knew tho seeret.
ISthalwynn's gtrange words worried me,
Wheat could she mewn? What did she

according to

know? Surely Il\_'[":i‘ could not be o
Euilty consclence, Yet, in her words
and metlons 1 had  detectad that cow-

ardice which a heavy consclence nlwoye
engonders, One by ona I dissected nnd
analyzed the Seven Beerets, but not in
tne  slngle  Instunce could I obtaln o
kleam of truth,

Wihile ot the hospital next day I was
served with u notics to aselst at the
pst-mortem of the unfortunate Lanoy,
Whose hody wua Iyvlng ln the Shadwel)
tmortunry; ang thot same afterncon |
mat by appointment Doetor Tatham, of
JAhe London Hospital, who, ag I8 well
Known, is nn expert {oxieologist,

To deseribe In technlen] detall the ex-
aminutlon we made would not Interes
the generi] render of this strange nar
ratlve,  The avernge man or woman
knows nothing or eures less for the duo-
denum or tho pylorus: therefors {t 1s it
my nlentlon to go ot long and weary:
'ng detadls Balllee 1t o sny thot wo e
‘erved cortiuln portlons of the body  fom

wbsequent  exuminatlon, and logeiher
were engnged the whole evening in il
lhoratory  of the hosgpltal, Tallim win

woll shilled In the minutine of the tosts
The exact determination of tho eause of
denth In enses of polsoningg lways de-
dhids partly on thae symplons noted hoes
Ly denth and purtly on  the APpPeLr-
found after death. Rogarding (e
neithor of us  knew anything;
out  diifeultlon were Hreatly  lp-
erensed, e obiect of the unnlyst (8 ta

heneg

ubitaln the sut nees whleh he has tn
exumine ohiem Wiy In e pure gy condl-
tlon s possible, ko thit thero may e

no douht nbout the resulls of hils test-

11y g0, of o 1o soparnte o d
Bl Lees from t vthat ara fneret, aly

B omixed togelher n e Blomiel
vl allmentury eanal, Agnln, 1) e ling
with guch lulds us the blood, ‘or th
tegues of the Yody, thelre naturn] ean-
sttuents must be got pld of before 1he
farelgn  and polsonous Yody  ean L
reiched, "Thers Is Wil ditlienity  furthor
tooeantond willis that some of the mmost
polsonous - of sybstiices aro of (e SN
vempnsition and Sare rewddy allereg By
whomlenl reagents; to tiis Bronp hilong
miky vegetuble and nost anlmnl s,
Thess, therefore, must ho trentod direer-

ently from . the, anore  sthle Inorgunie
potsan we may destroy all orgnnie il
terials mixod with I, trusting 1o firid
the polgon sl recognieibli wier this
Provesn;  not oo wilh an orgunle wlihy
sibpees thnt must be separated by other
than destruetive moang,

Tipurtbnay, the subsequent deaty of Mury
1 e i

4]

( '

Theomgh the whole evendng wo tosted
tor 1he warlvus EIovls of poliony—gug

roslves, simple Irritants, specifie Irritants
and neurotles. It was a long and scien-
tifle search.

with which T was
net acqualnted I watehed with the lkeen-

esl interest, for of all the medical men In |
Londan Tatham was the most up-to-tate

In sueh annlyses.
At lengih, after much work with acids,

filtration and dlstillation, we determined |

that a neurotle had T
thiit [ts actlon on the ‘vasomotor system
of the nerves was very similar, It not
ldentical, with nitrate or nmyl,
Further than that even Tathnm,
Pert in such' matters,

emprloyed, and

CxX-
could mot pro-

ceed. Hours of hard work Tesuled in[
that conclusion, "und with It we wore
compelled Lo be satisfed,

In due course the inquest wos held at
Shadwell, and, with Ambler, I nttended
s A wilnes The .reporters, of ecourse

expected n =ensition: but, on the con-

trary, our revidence went to show that

as the nous substance was found in

the  "guartern’  bottle on  deconsed's

table, doath was in all probability due

to sulelda,

Some members of the Jury tosk an op-
DoElte view, Thep the letters 'we  had
Tound concenled were produced by the |

pollee, and, of course, created a cerm]nl

amount of Interest, But to Lhe readers
OF newspupers the polsoning of a coster-
monger at Bhadwell {s of little Interest
as compared with a similar catastrophe
in the quarter of London vaguely known
as the West End. The letters were sus-
pinlous, ungd both coroner and jury ae-
cepied them ns evidence that Lane was
eneaged upon an elaborate plece of black-
mall -

“Who Iz this Mary Courtenay, . whe
wrltes to him from Neneford?! Inguired
the coroner of the Inspeetor,

U"Well, sir,” the latter responded, “the
wrlter herself ;4 dead. She was found
drowned o few days ago near her home
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“When I give:np

you shall step into my sh'oee;, Boyd, 'and i..:.wil'l bea goo{d thing for _}{qtl'.'ﬁ_ _

Capter, - Fropoaterous|t |

under susplelous clreumstances.'”

Then the reporters commenced to
awake to the fact that something ex-
traordinary waa underlylng the Inquiry,

“AhP'! remarked the caoroner, one of the
most acute officlals of his class, “Then
In face o! this her letter geoms to be
more then curlous. Lor aught we know
the trogedy at Neneford may have been
wiltul “murder; and we have now the
Bulelde of the mssassin,'’

“That, sir, Is the police theory,” re-
plled the Inspector,

"Pollce theory be hanged!” eimculated
Ambler, almost loud encugh to be heard.
“The pollce know nething of the case,
and will never learn anything. If the
Jury are content to accept such an ex.
planatlon, and brand peor Lane as a mur-
derer, they must be nllowed to do #o."

I knew Jevons held coroner's jurios In
the maost supremn’ contempnt; sometimes
rother unreasonahly seo, I thought,

“Well,” the coroner sald, “this Is cer.
tainly remarkable evidence, ' and he
turnad the dead woman'z letler over in
his hond . “It Is quite plaln that the de-
censed approached the Indy ostenslbly tc
glve her warning of some danger, but
really to blackmall her, For what ren-
Bon does not at present appear, Heo may
hawve feared her thrent to glve Informa-
tlon to the police; henca his erime und
subsoauent suicide,'

"Listen!" exclalmed Jevons in my ear.
“They are actually trying the dead man
for & crime he could not possibly have
committed, They've got hold of the Wrong
end of the stick ag usual, Why don't
they &lve a vordiet of sulelds and have
dene With Il 'We can't afford to waste
4 whole day explalning theorles to n set
of unoducated gentlemen of. tha White-
¢hapél Noad, The English inw Is ridl-
culons. whera coroner's Jurlgs  are con-
corned,”

T'ho coroner heard hds whispering and
lonked toward us severoly,

“We have not had suftleient time to In-
vestigate ‘the svhole of the facts con-
nected with Mrs, Courtenay’s myslerlous
death,"  the 'inspoctor  wont , on, “You
will probably recollect, glr, 'a mystery
down at Kow some little time ago. It
was fully, reported in 'the papers, and
oreated conslderable sensation— an old
gentleman was murdercd under remnrk-
Abla clrcumstances. Well, sir, tho pgen-
tleman In question was Mre, Courtenay's
husband.® = -

The ceroner aat hagk In' e chalr, and
stared at the officer /who had spoken
while In the court p great sensatlon was
caused. Mentlon of the Iow mystary
brought ite detalls wlvluy baclk. to (hy
minds of avery one. Yes, After all, th
death of that poor eostermonger, Lanky
Tane, wns of greater public Interest thar
the representatives of the press antlgl-
pated, = (i

"Aro_ you gulte certaln of this?' the
coroner querled,

"Yes, slr, (I am hare by direction af (he
Chief Inspector at Beotland Yard to. gly
evidence, 1 was ongaged upan the cose
at Kaw, and have alsp made Inquipes
Into the mystery at Nonetard,!

"Then yau have susplelon that the e
cenmed wag—well, o person of bad ehar
neterf' :

"Wa  have," i

"Fools,'! growled Amblar, "Lano wag
one of thelr informers, and often ob
talned payment: from Beotland. Yard for
Informalon  regaiding the dolngs af ¢
eertadn gang of thieves. And Yol they
aptually deelars Bm Lo beis  bad charps

ki

"'Do you apply for an adfournment of
the ‘nguiry 7'’ !

*No, slr. We antlcipate that the ver-
dlet will be sulelde—the only one possi-
ble in foce of the avidence.'

And then, as though the Jury  were
compelled to act upon the fnspector's HUE-
gestion, they returned a simple swrerdict
“That the doceased commitied suleids
by polsoning while of unscund mind.”

OHAPTER XXX.
Sir Bernhard's Declsion.

For fully a week I saw nothing of
Ambler, T

8Ir Bernard was unwéll, and remalned
down at Hove; therefore, I was compelled
to attend to his practlce. There were
several serlous cases, the patients belng
necple of note; thus I twas kept very
busy,

Wy frlend's allence wns puzzling. I
wrole 1o hiin bul received no responae.
‘A wire to hls officeIn the city elloited
the fact thot Mr, Jevons was out of
town, Probably he was still pursuing the
Inquiry he had so octbvely taken up.
Nevertheless, I was dissatisfied thHat he
should leayo me so entirely In the dark
a5 to hls {ntentions end dlscoveries,

Etholwynr came to town for the
and I spent saveral hours shopping with
her. She /was -streokely nervous, and
all the old spontanecus galety seemed (o
hwve left her, She had read in the papers
of the curlous <connectlon botween the
death of the man Lane and that aof her
unfoertunaote alstar, ‘and our converaation
was malnly ‘upon the  rlver myatery,
Sometimes she. seemed |1l at sase with
mo, ns though sha feared some discov-
ery, Perhaps, however, It wes merely
my fancy,

1 loved her. 8he was all the worla to
mol and yet In her eéyes | seemed to
read some hidden secret-which she wis
endeavoring with all the power at har
command to copgenl. In such clroum.
stinces: there was bound to arlee between
ug o creladn reserve that we had not
before known. Her conversation was car-
rled on In o mechanicnl manner, ax
though distracted by her innor thoughte;
and when, after having tea together In
Bond  Btreet, we drove to the &tatlon,
+nd T enw her off on her return to mene.
orl, my mind was tull of dark apprehen-

dny,

slona,
Yem, That Hnterview  convinced | me
more than ever that sho was In some
nanner cognlzant of the truth, The sec-
Tet exlstance of old Mr. Courtenay the
nan whom I ‘myself had proncunced
dead, was the crownlng point of the
‘lrange affalr; and yet I felt by some
nward Intultion’ that this faot waa not
inknown to hep, S
All the remaflcable avents of that: moon-
't plght when I had  followed husbanad
Wil wifo aldng the river bank came back
20ome, and I saw ylvidly the old man'a
‘tee, haggard and drawn,  Just ne {1
md bean {n Ufe, Surely \hers, could be
no stranger current of. evehts than thope
VYhich formed. the Seven Becrets. Thoy
vere beyond explunation—nall ‘of ‘them, I
aw  nothing, 1 had seen results, but
' knew pot thelr cause. W\
Nitrate of amyl was not n drug whioch
L jcostermengor  would , selsot : with: a
dow 1o committing sulglde, Indeed, |1
lasasay few. of my readars, unlesu, they
e dootore or chemints, have! ever ‘bes
are heard of. b, Tharefors my own oons
tuslon, “fully . endorsed -hy -the erratin

(Continiied: on ! Moyenih P/




